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A campus survey· on a bull .ression subject discloses pet gripes about dates 
Date Etiquette 
D ATES ARE DATES-an old sub-ject that is young, seldom 
changing yet constantly new. 
As long as there are dates, there will 
arise the all-important questions of 
what to do, how to do it, how to act, 
what to say, and how to dress. 
There are at least two points of view 
to consider, that of the man, and that 
of the woman. Then again it is neces-
sary to think of the innocent bystand-
ers with whom our "date" will come 
in contact during the course of the 
evening. 
For the present we sh all let other 
would-be writers, philosophers and 
soliloquizers take care of the newest 
styles in clothes and headdress and 
the best places to go, while we shall 
concern ourselves with the one 
thing above all others that makes 
or breaks a successful "date." It is 
called Etiquette, and though it is a 
small word, it covers a field as broad 
as there is breath . 
This is all from the strictly mas-
culine angle. The males have been 
hearing and reading about their 
shortcomings in this respect for 
thousands of column inches, so this 
might be in the way of some slight 
retaliation. 
A girl may be the best dancer in 
the country, and she may possess 
the best clothes as well as wear 
them beautifully. But if she does 
not act in a natural manner, if she 
assumes an air of another person it 
will be noticed by the man of the 
evening. No veneer of artificiality 
will ever shield the wearer. Noth-
ing shows so plainly in our faces, our 
voices, our eyes, or even our writ-
ing, as sincerity. 
It is easy to see through a person 
who is attempting to put up a bluff, 
or trying to create an impression by 
b oing what he or sh e is really not. 
Enthusiasm that is sincere is always 
appreciated, but exuberance and en-
thusiasm exhibited on every occasion 
for every little thing will become very 
tir·esome, unless it is properly under-
stood. Rough acting and careless girls 
hold little esteem in the mind of the 
male, though he may be of the same 
inclinations. A happy-go-lucky type 
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of girl is nice to have for a date during 
the daytime, but doesn't mean quite 
as much to a man after the sun sets. 
Charm and sweetness are two qual-
ities for which the man looks, far more 
so than one would think in this day 
and age. Chivalry has not yet passed 
completely out of the picture, and a 
boy likes a girl who requires courte-
ous treatment, and who responds to 
such treatment in a charming manner. 
Simple charm consists of a knowledge 
of the ordinary rules of etiquette, com-
bined with a little common sense and 
the ability and desire to act naturally. 
Every man likes to have his date 
pay a little more attention to him than 
to anyone .else while they are to-
gether . It is not necessary to be super-
fluous about this. On the other hand, 
it is not very flattering to the man for 
the girl in question to engage in leng-
thy discussions with other people with-
out so much as an "excuse me, please" 
to fill the void created by leaving the 
man with nothing to do or no one with 
whom to talk. It goes without saying 
that conversation concerning other 
datos and "conquests" is strictly taboo. 
Politeness is one of the golden qual-
ities of the human race that is very apt 
to be neglected to some extent in the 
mad rush of college days, particularly 
within specific groups wherein every-
one is fairly well known to the other. 
No matter how well two people know 
each other, politeness and respect are 
appreciated and almost invariably re-
sult in similar treatment. 
Girls sh ould show a little interest in 
the things their date is doing, his 
hobby, his achi.evements. Be sympa-
thetic and understanding with him in 
matters in which you yourself would 
enjoy sympathy. Take care, how-
ever, that your sympathy doesn't 
give the impression that you are 
feeling sorry for him. There is a 
difference, you know, a great one. 
The great majority of men are 
not good waiters. They are ex-
tremely irked if they are kept wait-
ing for a date for interminable 
periods of time. True, the males are 
not perfect in that, or any other 
respect. They, too, may be late 
occasionally, but being ready for 
one's date on time, or nearly so, 
paves the way to a better under-
standing and a more enjoyable eve-
ning. 
If you are having a good time 
while on a date, your actions ought 
to indicate it. On the other hand, 
it will help out a great deal if your 
actions will indicate a good time 
even though the date does not turn 
out that way. It has been said many 
times that having a goo.d time is 
all in wanting to have one, and it 
works out under a great many cir-
cumstances. 
Intelligence is a great asset to 
anyone, and it may be used in a 
myriad ways. The "beautiful, but dumb" 
type of date, so common a few years 
ago, has gone out of style so completely 
that it will probably never retum. In-
telligence may be used in conversation, 
introductions, ordering food and danc-
ing. One doesn't have to be brilliant 
to keep abreast of current affairs, to 
keep from making extreme social er-
rors, to avoid embarrassing predica-
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ments or to display average adult 
mentality. 
In a survey of approximately one 
hundred and fifty men of Iowa State 
College, it was discovered that the 
following ar·e among the pet peeves 
most noticed and most mentioned by 
these men while on dates: Chewing 
gum, spitting gum, "popping" gum, 
conversation about previous dates, rol-
led socks, twisted hose, rearranging 
dress and makeup after date starts, 
powdering nose and applying lipstick 
and rouge in public, smoking, excessive 
smoking, dragging heels while walk-
ing, talking to other fellows while on 
a date, excessive solitude and quiet-
ness, lack of ladylike characteristics, 
no knowledge of when and when not 
to talk, girls whose feelings are too 
easily hurt, girls whose feelings aren't 
hurt easily enough, girls who are not 
conservative and girls who are too con-
servative. 
And so there you have it. It would 
be quite necessary for one girl to be 
a super-woman in order to fill the 
bill for all of the Iowa State men who 
were interviewed. There are very few 
super-people in existence, but if you 
are sincere, charming and sweet, have 
average intelligence, and don't keep 
your date waiting too long before mak-
ing your appearance, the male of the 
species will remain perfectly satis-
fied and happy. 
King and Queen for the Day 
DO MAY 9 and June 20 mean any-thing to you? You'll find that they 
are very important days. Out of 
365 days a year, 1 day has been set 
aside for Mother's Day and 1 for Fa-
ther's Day-special national holidays 
for tribute. 
Louise Johnson says, "I'm always cer-
tain that the extra efforts we put forth 
in college are really worth it, when I 
go home and see the interest and hopes 
my parents have in my college life. 
Remembering them with appropriate 
tokens on Mother's Day and Father's 
Day this spring will reassure them that 
we don't forget just because college 
activities keep us busy." 
For Mother's Day gift!), Florence Pet-
tigrew suggests: "A corsage of mother's 
favorite flowers with a note from you 
in your own handwriting, a pretty new 
handkerchief for the new suit or to 
brighten and change an old one, a useful 
'piece of handicraft you've just 'finished, 
O( a pair of hose." For Father's Day 
sh~ suggests a recent, book, a tie that 
will'-make him feel younger and more 
handsome in his spring suit or an ad-
ditional piece of equipment for his 
hobby. 
"On Mother's and Father's Days, stu-
dents are apt to neglect simple little 
kindnesses that mean so much to par-
ents. Flowers for Mother and a tie for 
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Dad, or even simple and inexpensive 
cards are always appreciated. It's not 
the cost that counts so much, but the 
sentiment behind it and the fact that 
parents want to know that their child-
ren are thinking of them," says Delores 
Swigert. 
Annabelle Lundvick says, "On these 
days I think that rather personal gifts 
should be given. Don't give something 
that the whole fa.mily uses more than 
mother or father. I believe my mother 
would like one of these for this spring: 
new perfume, toilet water, or several 
dainty linen handkerchiefs. On the 
other hand my father likes something 
more useful, like a tie or shirt, but he 
wants it to be more dashing or daring 
than he ordinarily wears. On either day 
we give them both a huge bouquet of 
flowers to partly show our apprecia-
tion." 
Helen Cunningham says, "My parents 
always· like gay, summery flowers-gay 
jonquils, bright tulips, rather than 
roses- and having our family at home. 
The two days are theirs on which they 
are to do as they wish, with us at their 
disposal. It is fun, and we enjoy it as 
much as they." 
Betty Ames makes the following gift 
suggestions: for mother, matching bag 
and gloves, perfume, handkerchiefs, 
sheer hose, a house coat, a lamp for her 
convenience and appreciation, and 
plants or flowers. For father, she sug-
gests a zipper wallet to replace the 
old one, light pigskin gloves, a smok-
ing jacket and something useful in his 
hobby. 
Edith Burma says, "Giving gifts is one 
of the common ways of .observing this 
special day, particularly for those who 
cannot be at home at that time. When 
selecting your gift, don't choose some-
thing that you think you might be able 
to use when you are home or something 
commonplace for the house. Something 
personal, something that she has want-
ed for a long time but hesitated to buy 
for herself is much more fun for her." 
Marian Mercer says, "On Mother's 
Day, my sister and I always give mother 
violets and go to church with her. In 
addition on Father's Day we go out and 
have a game of golf with dad." 
Ronnie Ronningen rhymes her tribute: 
My mother knows the perfect way 
To make an apple tart, 
But that is not her bid for fame-
She has a golden heart! 
My father pays up all my bills, 
Finances each new gown, and 
I've unanimously voted him 
The grandest man in town!. 
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